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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD 
_______--_____-____----------------------------------------------------- 
I N  THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST FINAL DECISION 

AND ORDER 
BRUCE D.  SORENSEN, 

RESPONDENT. 
__--__-____-__-__-_----------------------------------------------------- 

The p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  proceeding f o r  t h e  purposes  of W i s .  S t a t s .  
s e c .  227.16 a r e :  

Bruce D .  Sorensen 
609 Walter  S t r e e t  
Spooner,  Wisconsin 54801 

Pharmacy Examining Board 
1400 E a s t  Washington Avenue, Room 176 
P . 0 ,  Box 8936 
Madison, Wisconsin  53708 

Department of R e g u l a t i o n  and L icens ing  
D i v i s i o n  of Enforcement 
1400 E a s t  Washington Avenue, Room 183 
P.O. Box 8936 
Madison, Wisconsin  53708 

A p a r t y  aggr ieved  by t h i s  d e c i s i o n  may p e t i t i o n  t h e  board f o r  
r e h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  twenty (20) days  a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  p u r s u a n t  
t o  W i s .  S t a t s .  s e c .  227 .12 .  The p a r t y  t o  be  named a s  responden t  i n  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  i s  Bruce D. Sorensen.  

A p a r t y  aggr ieved  by t h i s  d e c i s i o n  may a l s o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
r ev iew by f i l i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c i r c u i t  
c o u r t  f o r  t h e  county where t h e  j u d i e i a l  review proceedEngs w i l l  b e  h e l d  
and s e r v i n g  t h e  board and o t h e r  p a r t i e s  w i t h  a copy of t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  
j u d i c i a l  review w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30) days  a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
p u r s u a n t  t o  W i s .  S t a t s .  s e c .  227.16. The p a r t y  t o  b e  named a s  responden t  
i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i s  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin Pharmacy Examining Board. 

A Not ice  of Hear ing and Complaint were  f i l e d  i n  t h e  above-captioned 
m a t t e r  on June  22, 1981. On March 30, 1982 a S t i p u l a t i o n  was f i l e d  
s e t t i n g  f o r t h  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t  and Conclusions  of Law agreed  upon between 
t h e  p a r t i e s .  A proposed d e c i s i o n  was f i l e d  by t h e  examiner on June  30, 
1982. 

Based upon t h e  e n t i r e  r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin 
Pharmacy Examining Board makes t h e  fo l lowing :  



FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Bruce D.  Sorensen (Sorensen) was a t  a l l  t imes  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  
p roceed ing ,  d u l y  l i c e n s e d  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Chapter 450 of t h e  
Wisconsin S t a t u t e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  as a  r e g i s t e r e d  pharmac is t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
of Wisconsin.  

2 .  S o r e n s e n a s  pharmacy l i c e n s e  i s  number 63503 and was g r a n t e d  on 
A p r i l  3 ,  1954. 

3 .  S o r e n s e n ' s  a d d r e s s  i s  609 Walter  S t r e e t ,  Spooner,  Wisconsin 54801. 

4. A t  a l l  t imes  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h i s  p roceed ing ,  Sorensen was employed 
a s  a  pharmac is t  a t  t h e  Red Cross  Pharmacy i n  Spooner,  Wisconsin.  

5. On o r  abou t  J u n e  21 ,  1976 a t  Red Cross Pharmacy, Sorensen 
f i l l e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  number 643097, w r i t t e n  by D r .  Richard L ,  H a r t z e l l  
f o r  Wil l iam Cloakey, a  p a t i e n t .  

6. A copy of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d  as E x h i b i t  A. 

7. The f o l l o w i n g  d i d  n o t  appear  on t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime  
Sorensen r e c e i v e d  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  on o r  abou t  June  21, 1976: 

a .  The word "Septra"  which i s  p r i n t e d  and u n d e r l i n e d  on t h e  l e f t  
s i d e  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  

b ,  The word "syn thro id"  which i s  w r i t t e n  and h a s  been crossed-out  
on t h e  midd le  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  

c .  The p r i c e  c a l c u l a t i o n  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  

8. Sorensen i n c o r r e c t l y  f i l l e d  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  by d i s p e n s i n g  
Synthro id  i n  a  0 . 5  mg dosage,  Q I D .  

9, The e r r o r  was a  good f a i t h  e r r o r  and Sorensen b e l i e v e d  a t  t h e  
t ime  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  w a s  f i l l e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  was be ing  f i l l e d  
p r o p e r l y ,  P r i o r  t o  f i l l i n g  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  Sorensen c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  pharmac is t  on du ty  a t  Red Cross  Pharmacy t o  conf i rm h i s  r e a d i n g  
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  The o t h e r  p h a r m a c i s t ,  David 
Hopp, agreed  w i t h  Sorensen a s  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
and a s  i t  was u l t i m a t e l y  f i l l e d  by Sorensen.  

10.  I n  June  of 1976, t h e  drug S e p t r a  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  new drug  on 
t h e  market  and a v a i l a b l e  i n  on ly  one dosage.  P r e s c r i p t i o n s  from p h y s i c i a n s  
i n  1976 f o r  s a i d  drug f r e q u e n t l y  con ta ined  o n l y  t h e  word "Septra"  and 
d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a  dosage w e i g h t ,  The s t a n d a r d  and recommended dosage 
was 2  BID. 

11. At tached a s  E x h i b i t s  B and C a r e  pho tocop ies  of p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  P h y s i c i a n ' s  Desk Refe rence ,  1976 e d i t i o n ,  r e g a r d i n g  S e p t r a  and 
S y n t h r o i d ,  



12. On A p r i l  14,  1980, Red Cross Pharmacy pharmac is t  David H. Hopp 
d i spensed  and s o l d  f o u r  ounces of Cheraco l ,  a  Schedule  V c o n t r o l l e d  
s u b s t a n c e ,  t o  Wil l iam M i r a g l i a  of Hayward, and on A p r i l  15,  1980, Sorensen 
d i spensed  and s o l d  f o u r  ounces of R o b i t u s s i n  A-C, a  Schedule  V c o n t r o l l e d  
s u b s t a n c e ,  t o  Wil l iam M i r a g l i a  o f  Hayward, a l l  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of 
a  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t  o r  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  

13.  On May 12 ,  1980, Sorensen d i spensed  and s o l d  f o u r  ounces of 
Novah is t ine  D.H. and f o u r  ounces of T e r p i n  Hydrate  and Codeine E l i x i r ,  
b o t h  Schedule  V c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s ,  t o  Susan J. L i s t i  of Webb Lake, 
Wisconsin,  a l l  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t  o r  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  

14.  On September 25, 1980, Sorensen d i spensed  and s o l d  f o u r  ounces 
of T e r p i n  Hydrate  and Codeine E l i x i r  and f o u r  ounces of P a r e p e c t o l i n ,  
b o t h  Schedule  V c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s ,  t o  Ione  Becker,  Route 1,  Minong, 
a l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t  o r  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  

15.  As t o  t h e  s a l e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  pa ragraph  12,  above,  Sorensen 
s igned  t h e  r e g i s t e r  a s  t o  t h e  s a l e  of R o b i t u s s i n  A-C w i t h o u t  b e i n g  aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  p r i o r  s a l e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day t o  Wil l iam M i r a g l i a ,  and 
i n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  i n  good f a i t h  and w i t h  no i n t e n t  o r  knowledge of a  v i o l a t i o n  
t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  missed  s e e i n g  Wil l iam I f i r a g l i a ' s  name on t h e  r e g i s t e r  
i n d i c a t i n g  a  s a l e  t o  him t h e  p r e v i o u s  day.  

16.  As t o  t h e  s a l e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  pa ragraph  13,  above,  Sorensen 
adv i sed  Susan L i s t i  t h a t  h e  was unab le  t o  se l l  h e r  f o u r  ounces of N o v a h i s t i n e  D.H.  
and f o u r  ounces of T e r p i n  Hydrate  and Codeine E l i x i r  a t  t h e  same t ime.  
Ns. L i s t i  s a i d  s h e  was purchas ing  t h e s e  f o r  two p e r s o n s  i n  h e r  f a m i l y  
and t h a t  one cou ld  n o t  t a k e  Novahis t ine  D.H. and t h e  o t h e r  could  n o t  
t a k e  t h e  T e r p i n  Hydra te ,  She f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was a  70-mile round 
t r i p  t o  h e r  home. Susan L i s t i w a s  no s t r a n g e r  t o  Sorensen,  h e  knew h e r  
a s  a  customer and had no r e a s o n  t o  d i s b e l i e v e  h e r .  Under t h e s e  c i rcumstances ,  
t h e  s a l e  was made. 

17.  As t o  t h e  s a l e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  pa ragraph  14,  above,  Sorensen was 
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  I o n e  Becker of Route I ,  Minong, Wisconsin ,  which i s  
approx imate ly  20 m i l e s  n o r t h  of Spooner,  Wisconsin.  M s ,  Becker e x p l a i n e d  
t o  Sorensen t h a t  one of t h e  s u b s t a n c e s  was f o r  h e r s e l f  and t h e  o t h e r  f o r  
h e r  somewhat i n v a l i d  mother ,  o v e r  80 y e a r s  of a g e ,  who r e s i d e d  w i t h  Ione  
Becker.  Under t h e s e  c i rcumstances ,  t h e  sale was made. 

18.  On two o c c a s i o n s  on o r  abou t  March 19 ,  1980, Sorensen d i spensed  
p r e s c r i p t i o n s  numbered 800960 and 800969 f o r  Schedule  I V  d rugs  under t h e  
Wisconsin Uniform C o n t r o l l e d  Subs tances  Act w i t h o u t  i n i t i a l l i n g  and 
d a t i n g  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a s  of t h e  d a t e s  d i spensed .  

19.  On f i f t e e n  o c c a s i o n s ,  from A p r i l  15,  1980 t o  May 15,  1980, 
Sorensen d i spensed  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  number 001146, 001150, 001151, 001152, 
001156, 001157, 001158, 001164, 001165, 001168, 001169, 001170, 001173, 
001183 and 001189, a l l  f o r  Schedule  I1 drugs  under  t h e  Wisconsin Uniform 
C o n t r o l l e d  Subs tances  Act ,  w i t h o u t  i n i t i a l l i n g  and d a t i n g  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  
a s  of t h e  d a t e s  d i spensed .  As t o  p r e s c r i p t i o n  number 001186, t h e  complaint  
i s  amended t o  exc lude  such  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a s  t h e  same was n o t  f i l l e d  by 
Sorensen.  



20. A s  a  p a t t e r n  of r o u t i n e  conduct ,  between May 27, 1977 and 
October  3 ,  1978, Sorensen f i l l e d  and d i spensed  o r i g i n a l  and r e f i l l  
p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  d rugs  l i s t e d  i n  Schedule  I1 of t h e  Wisconsin C o n t r o l l e d  
Subs tances  Act p u r s u a n t  t o  o r a l  o r d e r s  of p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  t h e  absence  
of emergency s i t u a t i o n s .  

21. P r i o r  t o  and d u r i n g  1978, i t  was common p r a c t i c e  i n  r u r a l  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  Wisconsin f o r  c e r t a i n  p h y s i c i a n s  t o  o r d e r  Schedule  I1 drugs  
by t e lephone  i n  non-emergency s i t u a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1978, Sorensen 
c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  Spooner and S h e l l  Lake, Wisconsin ,  
a r e a  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e s e  p h y s i c i a n s  t h e  law a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Schedule  I1 
d r u g s .  Subsequent  t o  t h e  f a l l  of 1978, Sorensen h a s  n e i t h e r  accep ted  
n o r  f i l l e d  any o r a l  Schedule  II p r e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  non-emergency s i t u a t i o n s .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Pharmacy Examining Board h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  t a k e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  p roceed ing ,  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  4 5 0 . 0 2 ( 7 ) ( a ) ,  Wisconsin 
S t a t u t e s .  

2 .  By d i s p e n s i n g  a  drug c o n t a i n i n g  a n  i n g r e d i e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  
s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  pe rson  p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  d rug ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  pa ragraphs  5 
th rough  8 of t h e  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t ,  Sorensen h a s  v i o l a t e d  S e c t i o n  4 5 0 . 0 2 ( 7 ) ( b ) ( 2 ) ,  
Wisconsin S t a t u t e s .  

3 .  By a l l o w i n g  a  pe rson  t o  purchase  more t h a n  f o u r  ounces of a  
Schedule  V c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  w i t h i n  a  48-hour p e r i o d ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  
S e c t i o n  161 ,23(5) ,  Wisconsin S t a t u t e s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  pa ragraphs  12 
th rough  16 of t h e  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t ,  Sorensen h a s  v i o l a t e d  Wisconsin 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code S e c t i o n  Phar  5 . 0 3 ( 3 ) ,  

4 .  By f a i l i n g  t o  i n i t i a l  and d a t e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
pa ragraphs  18 and 19 of t h e  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t ,  Sorensen h a s  v i o l a t e d  
Wisconsin A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code S e c t i o n  Phar  6 .05(2) .  

5. By f i l l i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  Schedule  II c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  
p u r s u a n t  t o  o r a l  o r d e r s  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  pa ragraph  20 
of t h e  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t ,  Sorensen h a s  v i o l a t e d  Wisconsin A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Code S e c t i o n  Phar  6 .05(4)  and Phar  6 .06(1) .  

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT I S  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  responden t  BRUCE D.  SORENSEN, 
s h a l l  b e  and hereby i s  REPRIMANDED. 

EXPLANATION OF VARIANCE 

A f t e r  reviewing t h e  r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  
f i l e d  by t h e  responden t  and h e a r i n g  o r a l  argument by t h e  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  
Pharmacy Examining Board a c t e d  t o  v a r y  t h e  proposed d e c i s i o n  of t h e  
examiner by s u b s t i t u t i n g  a n  o r d e r  repr imanding t h e  responden t  f o r  t h e  90 
day s u s p e n s i o n  proposed by t h e  examiner.  The F ind ings  of F a c t  and 
Conclusions  of Law a r e  a s  proposed by t h e  examiner ,  



The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  v a r i a n c e  a r e  t h e  s t r o n g  m i t i g a t i n g  c i rcumstances  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  pa ragraphs  9 ,  10, 15, 16 ,  17 ,  and 21 of t h e  F ind ings  of 
F a c t .  

Without t h e  m i t i g a t i n g  c i rcumstances  p r e s e n t  h e r e ,  t h e  v i o l a t i o n s  
by t h e  responden t  would w a r r a n t  s e r i o u s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  by way of a 
l e n g t h y  suspens ion .  The c i rcumstances  of t h e  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
however, do n o t  i n c l u d e  bad f a i t h ,  o r  i n t e n t  t o  harm, N e i t h e r  a  p r e s e n t  
p u b l i c  danger  from r e s p o n d e n t ' s  p r a c t i c e  nor  a  need f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
were  urged a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e .  D e t e r r e n c e  is se rved  by a  reprimand 
of t h e  responden t .  

Dated t h i s  day of J u l y ,  1982. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD 

/" f " t, By: 4F r , -  kj 

P a u l  6.  Bjerke  ' 
Chairman 


